
Successors of Prophecy 
As was mentioned previously, the Sh:!a believe that the Prophet 

Mu9ammad (N) appointed twelve successors to come after him and 

made it mandatory for the Islamic nation to follow them and learn 

from them and refer to them. He said in a well known tradition: 

‘My successors will be twelve in number.’196 

He also said: ‘I am leaving with ye the two weighty things; the 

book of Alla>h, and my family; the people of my house (Ahl 

al-Bayt). As long as you adhere to these two you will never go 

astray after me ever’.197 

These successors as appointed by the Prophet (N) are in the 

following order as in the table below, together with the dates of 

their births and deaths and the location of their graves. The names 

of the other two of the fourteen infallible ones – the Prophet

Mu9ammad (N) and his daughter F"Uima (a.s.) are included. 

The Fourteen Infallible (ma!Noom) Personages 

Name 
Date of 

Birth 

Date of 

Death 

Location of 

Grave 

The Prophet Mu9ammad ibn 
Abdullah (N) 

17 Rab:! I 28 £afar 
Medina, 
Arabia 

F"Uima al-Zahr"v bint 
Mu9ammad (a.s.) 

20 Jam"d" 
II 

3 Jam"d" II Medina, 
Arabia 

1. Imam !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib,
Amir al-Mo’mineen (a.s.)

13 Rajab 21 Rama+"n Najaf, Iraq 

2. Imam �asan ibn !Al:, al-
Mujtab" (a.s.)

15 
Rama+"n 

7 £afar 
Medina, 
Arabia 

3. Imam �usayn ibn !Al:, Sayyid
al-Shuhada>’ (a.s.)

3 Sha!b"n 10 Mu9arram 
Karbala, 

Iraq 
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4. Imam !Al: ibn �usayn al-
Sajj"d (a.s.)

15 Jam"d" 
I 

25 Mu9arram 
Medina, 
Arabia 

5. Imam Mu9ammad ibn!Al: al-
B"qir (a.s.)

3 £afar 7 DhYl-�ajja 
Medina, 
Arabia 

6. Imam Ja!far ibn Mu9ammad
al-£"diq (a.s.)

17 Rab:! I 25 Shaww"l 
Medina, 
Arabia 

7. Imam MYs" ibn Ja!far al-
K"dim (a.s.)

7 £afar 25 Rajab 
K"dim:yyah, 

Iraq 

8. Imam !Al: ibn MYs" al-Ri+"
(a.s.)

11 DhYl-
Qa!da 

30 £afar 
Khora>sa>n, 

Iran 

9. Imam Mu9ammad ibn !Al: al-
Jaw"d (a.s.)

10 Rajab 
30 DhYl-

Qa!da 
K"dim:yyah, 

Iraq 

10. Imam !Ali ibn Mu9ammad
al-H"d: (a.s.)

2 Rajab 3 Rajab 
S"mar"v, 

Iraq 

11. Imam �asan ibn !Al: al-
!Askar: (a.s.)

10 Rab:!II 8 Rab:! I S"mar"v, 
Iraq 

12. Imam Muh }ammad ibn �asan
al-H{ujjah al-Mahd: (a.s.)

15 Sha!b"n 
Alive and in 
occultation 

- 

The twelve Imams and F"Uima al-Zahr"v (a.s.) the foremost of the 

women of the worlds the daughter of the Prophet are all like the 

great Prophet Mu9ammad (N) as regards knowledge and wisdom, 

virtue and morals, purity and infallibility, and all other spiritual 

virtues and perfections; all except the station of prophethood which 

is particular to the Prophet Mu9ammad (N). They are all one light 

and whoever adheres to them will be saved and whoever lags 

behind them will drown and perish.198 F"Uima al-Zahr"v is the wife 

of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib, mother of the purified imams, but she 

is not an imam. 
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A Brief History of the Imams 

The Prophet Mu9ammad (N), his daughter F"Uima (a.s.) and the 

twelve Imams, his successors who he ordered the Islamic nation to 

obey and follow, laid down a complete plan for a good life. They 

provide a complete constitution for a virtuous life and are role 

models for mankind for all times and in all their affairs: 

governmental, economic, political, commercial, moral, military, 

agricultural, industrial, cultural, judicial, individual, familial and 

so on. This is because they undertook different roles in life such as 

ruler, minister, leader, soldier, teacher, educator, reclusive, 

trader, farmer, defender, prisoner, exiled, warrior, 

peacemaker etc. If the world were to follow the way of these 

leaders it would become an earthly paradise. Such a day is in store 

at the coming of Imam Mahd: (a.s.). 

What follows is a brief history of each one of these twelve 

infallible Imams and their mother F"Uima (a.s.), the wife of the 

first successor of the prophet, with a selection of hadith from each 

one of them, together with what notable people, including their 

enemies, have said about them: 

Fa>> >>t }} }}ima al-Zahra >> >>’ daughter of the Prophet 
F"Uima al-Zahr"v (a.s.) is the daughter of the Prophet Mu9ammad 

ibn !Abdull"h (N) and her mother was the great lady Khad:ja, 

Mother of the Believers (a.s.). F"Uima al-Zahr"v was married to 

Amir al-Mo’mineen !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib the master of the 

successors of the Prophet. Her sons and grandsons are the pure 

Imams (a.s.). She was born on the 20th day of Jam"d" I in the 45th 

year of the Prophet’s life. She died unjustly at the age of 18 on 

Tuesday the 3rd of Jam"d" II in the 11th year of the migration or 
9ijra. She was prepared for burial by her husband who buried her 

in a secret location in Medina according to her will. She was like 
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her father in her worship of Alla>h and in her asceticism and virtue. 

Alla>h revealed a number of verses about her in the Holy Qurv"n199. 
The Messenger of Alla>h (N) named her the ‘foremost of the 

women of the worlds’200, and the ‘foremost of the women of 

paradise.’201 The Messenger of Alla>h (N) used to love her a great 

deal and whenever she came to visit him he would welcome her 

and stand up for her and sit her in his place and would often 

kiss her hands. He used to say that ‘Alla>h is pleased when 

F"Uima is pleased and angry when she is angry.’202 He would also 

say: ‘F"Uima is a part of me.’203 She had a number of children to 

her husband !Al: (a.s.) who were Imam �asan (a.s.), Imam 

Husayn (a.s.), Mu9assin (a.s.) who was miscarried due to an 

injury she sustained [when she was brutally assaulted], Lady 

Zaynab (a.s.), and Lady Umm KulthYm (a.s.). 
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The First Imam 

He is Imam !Al: the son of AbY ª"lib (a.s.) and F"tima bint Asad. 

!Al: is the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Mu9ammad (N)
since he married his daughter F"Uima. !Al: is the Prophet’s

successor to follow him and is the ‘commander of the believers’

and the father of the Imams (a.s.).

Imam !Al: ibn AbY ª"lib was born inside the holy house of the 

Ka!ba in Mecca on a Friday, the evening of the 13th of Rajab in the 
30th year of the Prophet’s life. He was martyred on a Friday 

evening in the mosque of KYfa in Iraq while praying in the prayer 

niche, by the sword of the accursed Kharijite Ibn Muljam who 

struck him on the head on the night of the 19th Rama+"n. After 
three days he died from the blow at the age of sixty-three. His 

funeral was conducted by the two Imams �asan and �usayn (a.s.) 

and he was buried at Najaf, Iraq where his tomb stands to this day. 

The Virtues of Ali 

Imam !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib, commander of the believers (a.s.) had 

innumerable merits and virtues. Firstly, his faith and belief in 

Almighty Alla>h – he was the first man to submit to and believe in 

the message of Mu9ammad the Messenger of Alla>h (N)204 

He never prostrated to any idol whatsoever. He took part in 

several battles in defence of Islam including the battles of Badr, 

U9ud, Khaybar, �unayn, The Confederates  and others. Victory 

was under his banner in all his battles and he was never 

defeated.
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56 

On the night of the Prophet’s (N) migration from Mecca to 

Medina, !Al: (a.s.) slept in the Prophet’s (N) bed to make those 
who wanted to kill the Prophet (N) think he was in bed. 

He had abundant knowledge, so much so that the Prophet (N) said: 

‘I am the abode of wisdom and !Al: is its gate.’205 The Prophet (N) 
also said: ‘I am the city of knowledge and !Al: is its gate.’206 This 
tradition has been related by many scholars including A9mad ibn �
anbal. 

His good legal judgment was so far-reaching that the Prophet (N) 
said of him: ‘!Al: is the best judge amongst you.’207 The Prophet 
also said of him: ‘!Al: is with the truth and the truth is with !
Al:.’208

He was just, fair and equitable with the people, and abstinent in 
the things of this world. He would go to the public treasury and 
look at the gold and silver and say: ‘O yellow stuff, O white stuff, 
tempt someone else.’209 Then he would distribute it to the people. 

He would be merciful to the indigent people, would sit with the 

poor and needy and help people in their needs. He would judge 

with truth and justice. In essence he was like the Prophet (N) in all 

respects except the station of prophethood to the extent that – as in 

the Qurv"nic verse 3:61 – Almighty Alla>h considers him to be the 

same ‘self’ as the Prophet (N).210

There is also the tradition of the ‘station’ (manzila). This is the 

tradition that the Prophet (N) said to !Al: (a.s.): ‘Your station to me 

is as the station of Aaron to Moses, except that there will be no 

prophet after me.’ This tradition has been narrated by many 

scholars including Bukh"r:, Muslim, and many others.211 
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Ibn �ajar al-Haytham: relates212: ‘A9mad relates that a man asked 
Mu!"wiya about an issue. He said: ‘Ask !Al: about it for he is 

more knowledgeable.’ The man said: ‘I would prefer your answer 

to that of !Al:.’ Mu!"wiya said: ‘What you say is foul, you have 

disdained a man that the Prophet honored with knowledge and said 

to him: ‘Your station to me is as the station of Aaron to Moses, 

except that there will be no prophet after me’, and also whenever !
Umar [ibn al-Khat}t}a>b] found a problem he would refer to him.’ 

There is also the tradition of the ‘barring of the doors’. This came 

about when the Prophet (N), at the command of Almighty Alla>h, 

barred all the doors of the houses which led on to the mosque at 

Medina except the door of the house of !Al: (a.s.). A collection of 

scholars have related this including al-�"kim in the mustradak213. 
It was such that !Umar [ibn al-Khat}t}a>b] used to say: ‘!Al: ibn Ab: 
ª"lib has been given three things any one of which would be more 

dear to me than red camels: his wife F"Uima daughter of the 

Messenger of Alla>h, his dwelling in the mosque so that what is 

lawful for the Messenger of Alla>h is lawful for him too, and the 

banner on the day of the battle of Khaybar.’214 

There is also a consensus of Qurv"nic exegetes215 that the verse 

eIndeed your patron is Alla>h and His messenger and those who 

believe; those who establish prayer and give alms while they bow 

down in prayer g And whoever takes Alla>h and His messenger 

and those who believe as his allies . . . for indeed the party of 

Alla>h are the triumphant onesf216

Many books have been written by Sunni scholars about the virtues 

of !Al: (a.s.) including al-Man"qib of al-Kh"razm: al-�anaf:, and 

Yan"b:! al-Mawadda of al-QandYz: al-�anaf:, and others. 
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The Second Imam 

He is �asan son of !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib (a.s.) and F"Uima al-Zahr"v 
(a.s.) daughter of the Prophet Mu9ammad (N). He is the grandson 

of the Messenger of Alla>h (N) and the second of his successors and 

the leader of the people after his father !Al:, Amir al-

Mo’mineen – the Commander of the Faithful. 

He was born in the enlightened city of Medina on a Tuesday, the 

15th of the month of Rama+"n in the second or third year of the 
9ijra or migration of the Prophet (N), that is 2/3 A.H. or 624/625 

C.E. He died as a martyr to poison on Thursday the 7th of the

month of £afar 49 A.H (17th March 669 C.E.). His funeral was

undertaken by his brother Imam �usayn (a.s.) and he was buried

in the cemetery of Baq:! in Medina where he lies to this day.

He was the most devoted to Alla>h of his peers and the most 

knowledgeable and virtuous of them. He most resembled the 

Prophet (N) of all people and he was the most generous of the 
Prophet’s household in his time and he was the most clement of 
people.226 An example of his generosity is that one of his 
maidservants presented him with a bouquet of fragrant herbs so he 
said to her: ‘You are free for the sake of Allah.’ Then he said: 
‘Such has Allah taught us, for He has said: "And when you are 
greeted with a greeting then greet with a better one or return it."227
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 An example of his clemency is that a Syrian once saw him 
riding and began to curse him but Imam �asan did not reply 
to him. When the Syrian had finished Imam �asan approached, 
greeted him and laughed and said: ‘O master, you seem to be 
estranged and you may have mistaken me for another. Were 
you to seek favor and goodwill we would show you favor and 
goodwill, and were you to ask of us we would give you, and were 
you to ask us for directions we would direct you, and were you 
to ask us for a mount we would give you a mount, and if you are 
hungry we will let you eat your fill, and if you have no clothes we 
will clothe you, and if you are in poverty we will enrich you, 
and if you are in exile we will give you sanctuary, and if you 
have any need we will fulfill it.’ When the man heard these 
words he wept and said: ‘I testify that you are Alla>h’s 
vicegerent on earth, eAlla>h knows full well where he places His 
missionf.229 230
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The Third Imam 

He is �usayn son of !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib (a.s.) and F"Uima al-Zahr"v 
(a.s.) daughter of Mu9ammad (N). He is the grandson of the 

Messenger of Alla>h (N) and the third of his successors and the 

progenitor of the nine Imams who came after him and the leader  

of the people after his brother Hasan (a.s.). 

He was born in the enlightened city of Medina on the 3rd of the month 

of Sha!b"n within a year of the birth of his brother � asan and was 

killed unjustly by the sword and in dire need of water at the battle of 

Karbala on the day of !wshYr"v, Saturday the 10th of the month of 

Mu9arram in the year 61 A.H. After three days, his son Imam Zayn 

al-!wbid:n (a.s.) undertook his funeral and buried him at Karbala in 

Iraq where his shrine is to this day. 

His virtues are countless. He is the Messenger of Alla>h’s blessed 

flower, as he is quoted as saying regarding �usayn and his brother 

Hasan (a.s.): ‘Those two are my favorite blessed flowers of 

this world.’237 

Allah’s messenger also said: ‘�usayn is from me and I am from 
Husayn.’238

He also said: ‘�asan and �usayn are the chiefs of the youths of 

Paradise.’239 
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He also said: ‘�asan and �usayn are two Imams whether they 

rise up or not.’240 

�usayn (a.s.) was the most knowledgeable of the people and 

the best of worshipers of Alla>h and he used to pray one thousand 

units of prayer every night, as did his father Imam !Al: (a.s.). 

He often used to carry sacks of food at night to the poor, which 

left their marks on his body and they were visible after his 

death. He was noble, generous, and clement, and he could not 

bear that Alla>h be disobeyed. 

By his brave and unique uprising he revivified the way of Islam 

and the religion of his grandfather the Messenger of Alla>h (N) 
which had become corrupted so soon after his death. Indeed, he 

revivified the entire world until the day of resurrection. He is the 

Masters of the Martyrs and the best of mankind after his brother. 
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The Fourth Imam 

He is Imam !Al: son of �usayn (a.s.). His mother was Sh"hezan"n, 

daughter of the Persian king Yazdegird. He was born in the 

enlightened city of Medina on the 15th of the month of Jam"d" I in

the year 36 A.H. (9th November 656 C.E.) the day that his 

grandfather the commander of the faithful !Al: (a.s.) captured the 

town of Basra in Iraq. 

He died of poison on Saturday the 25th of the month of Mu9arram 
in the year 95 A.H. (20th October 713 C.E.) at the age of 57 years. 

His funeral was conducted by his son Mu9ammad al-B"qir (a.s.) 

and he was buried in the cemetery of Baq:! In Medina, Arabia. 

He was, in knowledge, worship of Alla>h, virtue, abstinence, and 

helping the afflicted the foremost of his age. Jurists have used him 

as a source for abundant traditions and he gave many sermons and 

taught a great many supplicatory prayers.249 

He used to go out in the dark of the night and carry a sack on his 
back containing gold and silver coins as well as food and fuel until 
he went to each door in turn of the poor people’s houses where he 
would knock and give to whoever came to the door. He used to 
cover his face so that the poor would not recognize him. When he 
died, the people of Medina realized that it was him that was the 
bearer of the sack. 
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He used to love to host the poor and the orphans and the sick at his 

table. 

Among his fine moral traits is that every month he would call 

his maidservants and say to them: ‘Whoever wishes that I marry 

them off I will marry them off; and whoever wishes that I sell 

them I will sell them; and whoever wishes that I free them I 

will free them.’ 

Whenever someone came to ask him something he would 
say: ‘Welcome to he who bears my provision to the afterlife.’ 

His piety was such that he would pray one thousand units 

of prayer every day and whenever the time for prayer came he 

would get goose bumps and turn white and shake. Among his 

names was ‘he of the calluses’ because of the effects of prolonged 

prostration to Alla>h on his forehead and palms and knees.’ 

Once a man swore at him and said awful things to him but he was 

calm and didn’t reply. After a moment he went over to the man 

and those present supposed that he was going to give the man a 

taste of his own medicine. But he recited the Qurv"nic verse: 

eAnd those who contain their anger and forgive the people and 

Alla>h loveth those who do goodf250 Then he stood before the 

man and said: ‘My brother, you stood before me and spoke. If 

you said what is true about me then I ask Alla>h for 

forgiveness; and if you have said what is not true about me then 
may Allah forgive you.’251

13



The Fifth Imam 

He is Imam Mu9ammad al-B"qir (the splitter of knowledge), son 

of !Al: (a.s.) and his mother was F"Uima daughter of Imam Hasan 

(a.s.). He was born on a Monday the 3rd of the month of £afar (it is 

also said to be on the 1st of Rajab) of the year 57 A.H.(16th 

December 676 C.E.). He is the first of the Alids who is of Alid 

parents. He died of poison on a Monday the 7th of the month of 

DhYl-�ijja in the year 114 A.H. (28th January 733 C.E.) at the age 
of 57 years. His funeral was conducted by his son Imam Jaafar al-
Sadiq (a.s.) and he was buried in the cemetery of Baqi in Medina. 

He was extremely virtuous, noble, and religious. He had 
abundant knowledge, great clemency, and beautiful character, 
and he was worshipful, humble, generous, and tolerant.  

Once a Christian said to him: ‘You are a cow (baqar).’

He said: ‘Rather I am baqir. 

The Christian said: ‘You are the son of a scullery maid.’ 

Imam Baqir said: ‘That was her profession.’ 

The Christian said: ‘You are the son of a licentious black  
woman!’ 

He said: ‘If you have spoken the truth then may Allah forgive 
her, and if you have lied then may Allah forgive you.’ 

At this, the Christian accepted Islam.256 
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He was a sea of knowledge and would answer any question posed 
to him without hesitation. 

Ibn !AU" al-Makk: said: ‘I have never seen anyone else before 

whom the scholars are so humbled more than before Mu9ammad 

al-B"qir (a.s.). I saw al-�akam ibn !Utayba, despite his greatness 

in the eyes of the people, before him like a child before his 

teacher.’257 

Mu9ammad ibn Muslim said: ‘Whenever anything troubled my 

heart I would ask AbY Ja!far (Mu9ammad al-B"qir) until I asked 

him about thirty thousand traditions.’258 

He was constantly remembering Allah. His son Imam Sadiq said: 
‘My father remembered Allah much. I would walk with him and 
he would remember Allah, eat with him and he would remember 
Allah, and even when he spoke to the people it would not distract 
him from remembrance of Allah.’259

He was very inclined to the night prayer and worship and 
wept profusely. 
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The Sixth Imam 

He is Ja!far al-£"diq (The Truthful), the son of Mu9ammad al-

B"qir (a.s.). His mother was F"Uima whose agnomen was ‘umm 
farwa’. He was born in Medina on Monday the 17th of the month of 

Rab:! I in the year 83 A.H. (20th April 702 C.E.) – the date of the 

Prophet’s (N) birthday. He died of poisoning on the 25th of the 
month of Shaww"l in the year 148 A.H. (14th December 765 C.E.) 
at the age of 65 years. His son MYs" al-K"dim (a.s.) conducted his 

funeral and he was buried in the cemetery of Baq:! in the city of 
Medina.

His knowledge and virtue, wisdom and understanding, abstinence 
and piety, truth and justice, nobility, generosity and bravery and all 
his other virtues are more than can be enumerated. 

Shaykh al-Mufid said: ‘The learned scholars have transmitted on 
the authority of no other member of the House of the Prophet 
as much as they have transmitted on his authority. None of them 
met as many of the reporters of traditions as he did, nor did the 
latter transmit on their authority to the same extent as they 
transmitted on the authority of Aba Abdullah (Jafar ibn 
Muhammad), peace be on him. The specialists in traditions have 
gathered together the names of those who narrated on his 
authority, who were reliable , despite differences in views and 
doctrines , and they were four thousand men . . .’263
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Both AbY �anifa the Imam of the �anafite school and M"lik the 

Imam of the M"likite school were students of his. 

His abstinence was such that he used to eat [only bread with] 
oil and vinegar and would wear a very rough and thick shirt 
and would often wear patched clothes. He used to work by 
himself in his orchard. 

As for his worship of Alla>h, he used to pray a great deal and often 

fainted during prayer. One night he was summoned by the 

Abbasid ruler H"rYn al-Rash:d whose servant, when he went to 

his door, found him in solitude with his face and hands in the dust 

and the dust had left marks on his face and cheeks. 

He was very giving, of beautiful character, softly spoken, good 
company and a delight to be with. 
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The Seventh Imam 

He is Imam MYs" al-K"dim, the son of Ja!far al-£"diq (a.s.). His 

mother was �am:da al-MuNaff"h. He was born at al-Abw"v which 

is a stopping point between Mecca and Medina on Sunday the 7th 

of the month of £afar in the year 128 A.H. (8th November 745 

C.E.), and died of poison in the prison of the Abbasid ruler H"rYn 

al- Rash:d after an unjust imprisonment of 14 years, on the 25th of 

the month of Rajab in the year 183 A.H. (1st September 799 C.E.). 

His funeral was conducted by his son !Al: al-Ri+" (a.s.) and he was 

buried at K"dim:yya, Iraq where his shrine remains to this day. 

He was the most knowledgeable of his peers and the most virtuous, 

generous and valiant. He had a beautiful character and fine 

qualities and was of obvious knowledge and virtue. He was high 

minded and was disposed to much worship of Alla>h and long 

prostrations to Alla>h. He was named ‘al-K"dim’ due to his 

containment of his anger, and because of his righteousness he was 

called ‘the righteous servant of Alla>h.’ 

The evidence of his knowledge in different fields is astonishing. 
An example of this is the tradition narrated by Burayha the 
prominent Christian who was defeated intellectually by the Imam 
and accepted Islam and became a good Muslim.268

Once a poor person asked him for one hundred silver coins. The 
Imam asked him a question to test his knowledge and when he 
answered correctly he gave him two thousand silver coins.  

He was the most beautiful of reciters of the Quran and worshiped 
Allah and recited the Quran more than anyone else and prostrated 
longer than anyone and wept for the sake of Allah more than 
anyone. He died in a state of prostration to Allah. 
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The Eighth Imam 

He is !Al: al-Ri+" (a.s.) son of MYs" al-K"dim (a.s.). his mother 

was Lady Najma. He was born on Friday the 11th of the month of 

DhYl-Qa!da in the year 148 A.H. (29th December 765 C.E.) in the 
enlightened city of Medina, Arabia and died of poisoning on the 

last day of the month of £afar of the year 203 A.H. (6th September 
818 C.E.). His funeral was undertaken by his son Mu9ammad al- 
Jaw"d (a.s.) and he was buried in Mashhad in Khorasan, Iran 

where his shrine stands today. 

His knowledge, virtue, nobility, generosity, good character, 

humility, and worship of Alla>h is very well known. 

The Abbasid ruler al-MavmYn requested of him that he assume the 

role of the Islamic Caliph in his place but he preferred to abstain 

from the things of this world and did not accept, understanding 

that it was not a sincere offer. Similarly, his grandfather before 

him, Amir al-Mo’mineen !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib (a.s.) had refused the 

Caliphate from the Council when it was offered to him because it 

meant he would have to lie and say: ‘I accept your allegiance on 

condition that I act upon the book of Alla>h (the Qurv"n), the way 

of the Messenger of Alla>h (N), and the way of the shaykhayn [i.e. 

the two sheikhs; AbY Bakr and !Umar].’ Whereas the Imam would 

have acted according to his own judgment after the Qurv"n and the 

Prophetic way. 

When Imam Ri+" (a.s.) refused the caliphate, al-MavmYn coerced 

him into accepting the regency, so he accepted on condition that 

he would not interfere in any of the affairs of state.272 

His great knowledge of religions and schools of thought and 

philosophies was made evident in the great debates that al- 
MavmYn and others hosted. 
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He used to keep vigil most nights and complete a recitation of  the 

entire Qurv"n every three days. He would often pray one thousand 

units of prayer per day and prostrate to Alla>h for long hours. He 

also fasted often. 

He was very kind and giving and gave charity in secret especially 

in the dark of the night.  

He never spoke harsh words to anyone or insulted anyone, nor did 

he ever recline in front of anyone he sat with. He was not given to 

raucous laughter and never spat in front of anyone. When he sat at 

table he would invite all his family and servants and he would eat 

with them. 
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The Ninth Imam 

He is Imam Mu9ammad al-Jaw"d (a.s.) son of !Al: al-Ri+" (a.s.). 

His mother was Lady Sabikah. He was born on the tenth day of 

the month of Rajab of the year 195 A.H. (8th April 811 C.E.) in the 

enlightened city of Medina, and died of poisoning in Baghdad on 

the 30th of the month of DhYl-Qa!da of the year 220 A.H. (25th 

November 835 C.E.) at the age of 25 years. His son !Al: al-H"d: 
(a.s.) conducted his funeral and he was buried by his grandfather 

MYs" ibn Ja!far al-K"dim (a.s.) at al-K"dim:yya, Iraq where his 

grave remains to this day. 

He was the most knowledgeable of his peers and the most virtuous 
and magnanimous of them and the best company and the finest 
character. Whenever he rode he would carry gold and silver with 
him and whenever anyone asked him he would give to them. If 
any one of his uncles asked him he would never give him less than 
50 gold coins, and if any one of his aunts asked him he would 
never give her less than 25 gold coins. 

An example of his knowledge which was made manifest to the 
people is when eighty scholars from all over the land gathered 
with him after the Hajj pilgrimage one year and asked him various 
questions all of which he answered.  

It is also related that a great many scholars and notables gathered 
with him and, over a number of days, asked him thirty thousand 
questions all of which he answered without failing or erring. It is 
related that his age at that time was nine years. This, however, is 
not strange for the household of the Prophet of revelation (S). The 
Abbasid ruler al-Mamun married him to his daughter after having 
examined him with important questions all of which he answered 
as is related in a well known tradition.  
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The Tenth Imam 

He is Imam !Al: al-H"d: (a.s.) son of Mu9ammad al-Jaw"d (a.s.). 

His mother was Lady Sam"na. He was born in the enlightened city 

of Medina on the 15th of the month of DhYl-�ijja, or, according to 
another narration, the 2nd of the month of Rajab in the year 212 

A.H. (27th September 827/6th March 828 C.E.). He died of 

poisoning at S"mar"v, Iraq on a Monday the 3rd of the month of 
Rajab of the year 254 A.H. (18th July 868 C.E.) at the age of 42 

years. His funeral was conducted by his son Imam �asan al-Askari 
!(a.s.) and he was buried at S"mar"v, Iraq where his shrine is to 

this day. 

He was the best of his peers and the most knowledgeable and 

virtuous and generous and most kindly spoken of them and the 

most devoted to Alla>h, the most pure hearted and the finest of 

character. 

Al-Arbali relates that the Caliph once sent to Imam al-Hadi (a.s.) 
30,000 silver coins. He gifted them to a Bedouin Arab from Kufa 
saying: ‘Pay off your debts with this and spend the rest on your 
family and dependents and excuse me [for not giving you more].’ 
The man said: ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, I didn’t ever 
hope for even a third of this amount but Allah knows well where 
he places his mission.’ Then he took the money and left.281 
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The Eleventh Imam 

He is Imam � asan al-!Askar: (a.s.) son of Imam Mu9ammad al- 
H"d: (a.s.). His mother was Lady Jadda. He was born on Monday 

the 10th Rab:! II in the year 232 A.H. (4th December 846 C.E.), and 
died of poisoning on Friday the 8th Rab:! I in the year 260 A.H. (1st 

January 874 C.E.) at the age of 28 years. His burial was undertaken 

by his son Imam Mu9ammad al-Mahd: (a.s.) and he was buried 

beside his father at S"mar"v, Iraq where his shrine remains today. 

His virtues and knowledge and nobility and his worship of Allah 
and his humility and all his other noble traits are well known. He 
was of good stature, handsome and well proportioned and was very 
venerable despite his young age. He was like the Prophet (S) in his 
character. 

An example of his generosity is related by Isma'il who said: ‘I 
waited for Abu Muhammad (Hasan al-Askari) (a.s.) by the side of 
the road. When he passed by I complained to him that I was in 
need and swore that I had not a silver coin to my name let alone 
more than that nor lunch nor dinner.’ He said: ‘Do you swear by 
Allah falsely when you have already saved up 200 gold coins?! 
And I do not say this to get out of giving to you. [Then he 
indicated to his squire] Give him what you have.’ Then his squire 
gave me 100 gold coins.’286

Once a man went to him after he had heard about his generosity 
and magnanimity and he needed 500 gold coins. So the Imam gave 
him 500 gold coins and an extra 300 gold coins. 

The Christians testified that he was like the Messiah, Jesus, in his 
virtue and knowledge and miracles.287

He was very devoted to Allah, kept constant night vigils, was 
righteous and very venerable. 

23



The Twelfth Imam 

He is ‘Alla>h’s proof’ (9ujja) and the rightly guided Imam and the 

Mahdi (mahd:) Mu9ammad son of �asan al-!Askar: (a.s.). His 

mother was Lady Narjes. He was born at S"mar"v on the eve of 

the 15th of the month of Sha!b"n in the year 255 A.H. (29th July 

869 C.E.). This Imam is the last of the proofs of Alla>h on earth 

and the ‘seal’ of Messenger of Alla>h’s (N) successors and the last 

of the twelve leaders of the Muslims. He remains alive and on 

earth since, by Alla>h’s will, his life has been prolonged and he is 

hidden from view. He will appear at the end of days after the 
world has been filled with oppression and injustice to fill it with 
justice and equity. He will take charge of the entire world and 

propagate justice and dispose of the tyrants. As Almighty Alla>h 

has said: eIt is He [Alla>h] who has sent His Messenger with the 

guidance and the true religion to make it prevail over all religion 

even though the Polytheists may detest itf290

There are many widely known traditions in this regard related 

from the Prophet (N) and the Imams (a.s.) which have been 

narrated by Sh:!a and Sunni scholars alike.291

As for his longevity, this is not strange since the power of Alla>h is 

all encompassing: eAnd He has power over all thingsf292 The

prophet Noah (a.s.) also lived for a long time according to the 

Holy Qurv"n which says: eAnd he [Noah] remained amongst them 

for a thousand years save fifty yearsf293 

Modern science also confirms the fact that it is possible to live for 

thousands of years. 

This great Imam became concealed from sight by the order of 

Almighty Alla >h while he was in his house, and since then, 

Muslims have taken the place associated with him in S"mar"v, Iraq 
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– known as sirda>b al-ghaybah – as a place of pilgrimage and
worship.

O Allah! Hasten his victory, ease his reappearance, and make us 
amongst his helpers and supporters. 

The role of the Imams and their followers (Shi'a)

The Imams of the house of Muhammad gave the greatest of 
services to Islam and the Islamic nation, and, were it not for this, 
Islam would have been subject to the same storms which rocked 
previous religions and diverted them from their true paths. 

The Shi'a themselves have striven in the path of Allah throughout 
history and helped to bring many people to the true religion of 
Allah. They stood in the path of various adverse (ideological) 
trends and currents and, were it not for the Shi'a, Islam and the 
Muslims may well have been swept away. 

Human civilization is, in many respects, indebted to the services 
of Shiites and this has been recognized by secular and religious 
scholars alike and the Shi'a have finally gained the recognition 
they deserve. 
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Hadith from Fa>>>>t}}}}imah al-Zahra>>>>’ (AS) 

‘He (Allah) invented all things not from a thing which existed 

before, and designed them not by emulating other samples. He 
created them by His might, and gave them life by His will; not 
because of a need He had for their creation, or a benefit He had 

for their design, except for the establishment of His wisdom, 
awareness (of His creation) about His obedience, appearance of 
His might, (to invite) His creation to servitude and worship, 

and to glorify His invitation.  

‘ . . . So my father (Muhammad (S)) rose amongst the people to 

guide them.  He saved them from perversion and aberration, 
and turned their blindness into enlightenment, and guided them 
towards the right religion, and invited them to the straight 
path.’ 

‘The holy Qur’an . . . following it leads to the pleasure of 
Allah, listening to it (implementing its teachings) results in 
salvation.  Through it can be achieved the clear and 
enlightening proofs and evidences of Allah, His forewarned 
prohibitions, His conspicuous arguments, His comprehensive 
reasoning, His desired virtues, His bestowed permissions, and 
His written divine laws.’ 

‘Therefore Allah set faith as the purifier, for you, from 
polytheism, 
And (He set) the daily prayers to distance you from arrogance 
and egoism, 
And the (giving of) Zakah as the purity of your soul and the 
growth of your sustenance, 

And rendered fasting for the firm establishment of sincerity, 
And the Hajj pilgrimage for the consolidation of the religion, 
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And rendered justice for the harmonization of the hearts,

And (He set) the obedience of us (the Ahl-ul-Bayt) as the order 

(organizing factor) for the religion, and our leadership (the

Ima>mah) as the guarantor against disunity and division, 

And Jiha>d as the honor for Islam, and humiliating for the
infidels and hypocrites, 

And perseverance as an aid for obtaining reward, 

And the ‘Enjoining good and forbidding evil’ for the 
interest and correction of the society and the public, 

And He rendered kindness to the parents as a shield from 
displeasure, 

And (He set) keeping bond with the kinship the cause for 
lengthening of life span, 

‘O Allah! Belittle myself in my eyes, and glorify and magnify 
Your Station to me.  Inspire me Your obedience, and the 
practice which brings about Your pleasure, and (inspire me) 
the avoidance of anything which may bring about Your wrath, 
O most merciful of all.’ 
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Hadith from Amir-ul-Mu’minin (AS) 

On the Almighty’s attributes Imam Ali peace be upon him states: 

“He cannot be conceived of by the imagination and He cannot be 
determined by comprehension.  He cannot be perceived by the 

senses and He cannot be compared with any person.   He is One 
but not numerable and He is Eternal without end.  He is the One 
who supports without being supported.” 

Imam Ali (AS) also said: 

‘He is Allah, the Clear Truth, truer and clearer than the eyes 

perceive.  The intellects cannot reach Him by any definition, since 
that would be to compare Him; and the imagination cannot reach 
Him by any evaluation; since that would be to give Him a 
likeness.   There is no beginning to His primacy and there is no 

end to His eternity.  He is the First and the Eternal, and He is the 
Everlasting without end.  Foreheads bow down before Him and 
lips declare His Oneness.  He gave all things limitations when He 

created them, so as to make it clear that He is not like them.’ 

Amir-ul-Mu’minin (AS) also said: 

‘Time never changes for Him so as to cause a change in His state, 
and He is never in any particular place so as to entail His moving 
to another place.  He knows of the secrets in the minds of the 

secretive, and the intimate meetings of those who meet behind 
closed doors, and the thoughts and opinions of those who 
speculate.’  

Amir-ul-Mu’minin, Imam Ali (AS) also said: 

‘The eyes cannot perceive Him with the sense of sight, but the 

heart can perceive Him through the realities of trust.  He is close 
to all things without being associated with them.  He is remote 
from them without being distanced from them.  He speaks yet 
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without speech.  He wills yet without wanting.  He creates yet 

without physical means.  He is Subtle yet obscurity cannot be 
attributed to Him.  He is Great yet aloofness cannot be attributed 

to Him.  He is Seeing yet sensory perception cannot be attributed 
to Him.  He is Compassionate but sentimentality cannot be 
attributed to Him.’ 

Imam Ali (AS) also said: 

‘The first part of the deen is knowledge of Him. The perfection of 

knowledge of Him is affirmation of Him. The perfection of 
affirmation of Him is affirming His Oneness. The perfection of 
affirming His Oneness is being sincere towards Him. He who 

makes a comparison to Him has set up a second with Him. He 
who sets a second with Him has divided Him. He who divides 
Him is ignorant of Him. Whoever tries to indicate to Him has 

given Him limitations, and whoever gives Him limitations has 
rendered Him finite.’ [On another occasion Imam Ali (A) says 

‘The perfection of sincerity is avoiding disobedience’.] 

‘No one accompanies the Qur’an except that when he departs 
from it he does so with a gain and a loss.  (He leaves with) a 

gain of guidance (to the truth) and a loss of ignorance.  Rest 
assured that there is no destitution for anyone after (knowing) 
the Qur’an, and no one has any riches before (knowing) the 
Qur’an.’ 

‘Do not enslave yourself to another person, for Allah has made 
you a free person.’ 

‘Make your own self as a judge between yourself and others. 

Therefore, love for others whatever you love for yourself, and 
dislike for others whatever you hate for yourself. 
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Do not transgress just as you do not like to be transgressed 

upon, and be kind to others just as you like to see kindness 
from others. 

What you regard as bad and ugly to come from others also 
regard it bad and ugly (if it were) to come from yourself. 

If it pleases you what you do to others, then be pleased with 
that if they do it to you. 

Do not talk about what you do not know, still do not say all 
that you know. 

Do not say (to others) what you do not like to be told.’ 

‘Do not look at who is talking but look at what is said.’ 

‘He who corrects his covert affairs, Allah would correct his 

overt (aspects of life).  He who worked for his religious affairs, 
Allah would take care of his material life.  He who enhances 
what is between him and Allah, Allah would improve what is 

between him and other people.’ 

‘The example of the world is that of a snake; it is soft to touch 

but inside it carries a deadly poison.  The ignorant one may be 
charmed by it, but the sage and the sane person would avoid.’ 

‘How plenty are the lessons to learn from and how few are 
those who would learn from them.’ 

‘Get rid of your wrong actions before they get rid of you.’ 

‘Being thankful for every blessing is being careful to avoid 

what Allah has forbidden.’ 

‘The least of what Allah demands of you is that you do not use 

His blessings to disobey Him.’ 
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‘Be in awe of Allah in your dealings with His servants and His 

lands, for surely you are responsible, even if it is for a small 
piece of land and a few animals.  Obey Allah and do not 

disobey Him.  if you see good then take hold of it, and if you 
see evil then turn away from it.’  

‘Beware of being disobedient to Allah when you are alone, for 
surely the One who witnesses is also the One who judges.’ 

‘Well-being consists of ten parts; nine of them are in being 

silent – except in the remembrance of Allah – and one of them 
is in leaving the company of the foolish.’ 

‘Supplication is the key to divine mercy.’ 

‘Deflect the waves of misfortune by supplication.’ 

‘Fortunate is he who remembers the promised Day of 
Judgement, and who acts with the Reckoning in mind, and who 
is content with what is just enough, and who is pleased with 

Allah.’ 

‘Perfect happiness comes with knowledge, and partial 

happiness come with abstinence.  Worship without knowledge 
and without abstinence merely exhausts the body.’ 

‘The most excellent worship is refraining from disobedience . . 

.’ 

‘Wherever there is wisdom, there is fear of Allah, and 
wherever there is fear of Allah, there is His mercy.’ 

‘The most glorious thing to come down from the heavens is 
divine succour, and the most glorious thing to rise up from the 
earth is sincerity.’ 

‘There are three things that set you free: 
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Fear of Allah in secret and in public, 

Moderation in times of poverty and wealth, and 

Being just in times of anger and contentment.’ 

‘He who takes his self into account will profit, and he who is 

heedless of it will loose.  He who is fearful will be secure, and 
he who reflects will discern, and whoever discerns will 
comprehend, and whoever comprehends will have knowledge.’ 

‘The best way of life is the one that does not make you do 
wrong or make you distracted.’ 

‘Always observe your appearance in the mirror, and if it looks 
good consider it repulsive to associate an ugly action with it 
and so spoil it, and if it looks ugly consider it even more 

repulsive by combining the two forms of ugliness!’ 

‘Train yourself in good behaviour with regard to what you 
dislike in others.’ 

‘The devil of everyone is his own self.’ 

‘I am amazed at the heart of man:  It possesses the substance of 
wisdom as well as the opposites contrary to it . . . for if hope 
arises in it, it is brought low by covetousness; and if 

covetousness is aroused in it, greed destroys it.  If despair 
possesses it, self-pity kills it; and if it is seized by anger, this is 
intensified by rage.  If it is blessed with contentment, then it 
forgets to be careful; and if it is filled with fear, then it 
becomes preoccupied with being cautious.  If it feels secure, 

then it is overcome by vain hopes; and if it is given wealth, 
then its independence makes it over-extravagant.  If want 
strikes it, then it is smitten by anxiety.  If it is weakened by 

hunger, then it gives way to exhaustion; and if it goes too far in 
satisfying its appetites, then its inner becomes clogged up.  So 
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all its shortcomings are harmful to it, and all its excesses 

corrupt it.’ 

‘Ask your hearts about friendship, for surely it is a witness that 
cannot be bribed.’ 

‘Kindle your heart with courteous behavior just as you kindle 

a fire with fuel.’ 

‘Surely hearts grow tired just as bodies grow tired, so seek out 

the novelties of wisdom for them.’ 

‘The most self-sustaining wealth is the intellect.’ 

‘The intellect is a king and the characteristics are its subjects, 
so if it is weak in governing them, disorder overtakes it.’ 

‘The intellect is better than desire, for the intellect makes you 

king over your destiny, and desire makes you a salve of your 

destiny.’ 

‘Bodies are sustained by food, and intellects are sustained by 
wisdom, and whenever either of them is deprived of its 
sustenance then it perishes and disintegrates.’ 

‘Keep company with the people of intellect, whether they are 

your enemies or your friends, for surely one intellect is only 

confirmed by another intellect.’ 

‘If the intellect is given a free reign, and if it is not imprisoned 
by the desires of the self or by religious customs or by 
partisanship, then it will lead the one who possesses it to 
salvation.’ 

‘When Allah wishes to remove a favor from His servant, the 
first thing He changes in him is his intellect.’ 
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‘The spirit gives life to the body, and the intellect gives life to 

the spirit.’ 

‘Knowledge is the most precious of treasures, and the most 
beautiful.  It is easy to carry, tremendously useful, beautiful in 
its completeness, and delightful in its uniqueness.’ 

‘Life is too short for you to learn all the knowledge that find 
attractive, so learn what inspires you, only what inspires.’ 

‘Knowledge is accompanied by action, for whoever has 
knowledge (should) act (accordingly).  Knowledge calls out for 
action: if it responds to the call then it lives on . . . otherwise it 

perishes.’ 

‘Nobility of characters consists of ten qualities: generosity, 
modesty, sincerity, and fulfilment of trust, humility, self-

esteem, courage, forbearance, patience, and gratitude.’ 

What others have said about Imam Ali 

AbY Bakr [ibn Abu Quh }a >fah] said to Amir al-Mo’mineen 

(Commander of the Faithful) Imam Ali: ‘O son of AbY ª"lib, you 

have become the mawl" (authority/patron) of every Muslim man 

and woman.’217 

!Umar ibn al-KhaUU"b used to say: ‘May Alla>h not allow me to live

after !Ali ibn Ab: ª"lib has died.’218 And he said: ‘He is my

mawl" (authority/patron)219.’ He said also: ‘Congratulations to you

O son of AbY ª"lib, you have become my mawl"

(authority/patron) and the mawl" of every Muslim.’220

!Uthm"n ibn !Aff"n used to say: ‘Were it not for !Al:, !Uthm"n

would have perished.’221
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!wvisha bint Abu Bakr said: ‘I never saw a man more beloved to

the Messenger of Alla>h than him.’222

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar said to a man who had said I loathe ‘Ali, 
“May Allah loathe you! Do you loathe a man one of whose virtues 
is superior to the world and whatever is in it?”223 

Mu!"wiya ibn Ab: Sufy"n used to ask !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib about 

difficulties he would come across and when he heard news of 

!Al:’s death he said: ‘Knowledge and understanding have died

with the death of !Al: ibn Ab: ª"lib.’224

�asan of Basra said of !Al: that he was: ‘a straight arrow from 

Alla>h’s bow against His enemies, and he was the divine of this 

nation.’225 
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Hadith from Imam Hassan (AS) 

‘He who claims he does not like wealth is, to me, a liar, and if 
his truth is established in this respect, then, to me, he is stupid.’ 

‘Have you seen an oppressor who is more like an oppressed 

one?  The Imam was asked: ‘How is that O son of Rasulollah?’ 

The Imam (A) replied: ‘He is the jealous person who is 

in perpetual anguish whereas the envied is in comfort.’ 

‘The distance between right and falsehood is (the width of) 
four fingers (i.e. the distance between the eye and the ear).  
What you see with your eyes is the truth, whereas you could 
hear many false things.’ 

‘The people who practice consultation are guided (towards 
perfection).’ 

‘(The beneficences of) both worlds are achieved through 
reasoning.’ 

‘Do not hasten punishment for offence, and allow room for 
reason for the offence.’ 

‘I am surprised at one who takes care at what he eats, but does 
not do so about what he believes in.   He avoids that which 
hurts him from entering his stomach, but allows that which 
makes him inferior to enter his heart (and mind).’ 
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Imam Hassan (A) used to encourage the people to gain more and 

more knowledge, and used to say: 

‘Teach others and learn from others’ knowledge, in this way 

you would have perfected your knowledge and learnt things 
you did not know . . . and to ask a question is half of the 
knowledge.’ 

‘He who does not have intellect, does not have etiquette, and 
he who does not have determination, does not have goodwill, 
and he who does not have a belief does not have morality.  The 
peak of intellect is to socialise with, and treat the people nicely 
and kindly.  Through intellect you can achieve the prosperity of 

both worlds and without it you would loose all.’ 

Someone asked Imam Hassan (A) about politics, the Imam replied 

‘Politics is to attend to the rights and duties of Allah and to 

protect the rights of the people; dead or alive.  As for the rights 
of Allah, it is to fulfil what He ordered and abstain from what 

forbade.  And as for the rights of the living it is to discharge 
your duties towards your Muslim brethrens and not to hesitate 
serving your community, to be sincere towards leader as long 

as he is sincere to the Ommah, and to raise your objection to 
him if he deviated from the straight path.  As for the rights of 
the dead, it is to commemorate their good deeds and conceal 

their bad deeds, for they have their Lord to deal with them.’ 

‘There is no poverty like ignorance.’ 

‘The peak of wit and intelligence is the good conduct with the 
people.’ 
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What others have said about Imam Hasan 

Anas ibn M"lik, one of the Prophet’s companions said: ‘There was 

no-one among them who more resembled the Messenger of Alla>h 

than �asan.’231

AbY Hurayra said: ‘I always loved �asan ever since I saw how the 

Messenger of Alla>h used to treat him.’232 

!Abdull"h ibn al-Zubayr said: ‘Let me tell you of the person from

his [the Prophet’s] family who most resembled him and who was

most beloved to him - it was �asan son of Al:.’233

Ibn S:r:n said: ‘Often �asan ibn !Al: would reward a single 

person with one hundred thousand coins.’234 

Wasil ibn Ata said: ‘Hasan ibn Ali had the mark of a prophet and 
the aura of a king.’235

Abul-Fida ibn Kothayr said [of him]: ‘If only they [the Muslims] 
knew, they would have venerated the blessings of Allah upon 
them when they swore allegiance to the son of the daughter of the 
Messenger of Allah and the chief of the Muslims and one of the 
most knowledgeable and intelligent of the companions.’ 236 
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Hadith from Imam Hussain (AS) 

‘I do not see death except prosperity and life along with the 

oppressors except anguish.’ 

‘O Allah!  You know that all there was from us was not in 
competition to seek power, nor to gain refuse of the world (i.e. 
wealth), but it was nothing other than to present the signs and 
essence of Your religion, and to promote reform in Your land, 
(so that) oppressed members of your servants find safety and 
security, and Your laws, orders and obligations are acted 
upon.’ 

‘I have not arisen for the purpose of exuberance, arrogance, 

corruption, or oppression, but I have done so in order to seek 

reform in the nation of my Grandfather, Muhammad (S).  

I want to enjoin good and forbid evil, and I want to go down 

the path and tradition of my Grandfather, Muhammad (S), and 

the path of my father Ali ibn Abi T{a>lib (A). 

‘There are people who worship Allah out of desire (for 
reward), and this is the worship of traders, and there are people 
worship Allah out of fear (of punishment), and this is the 
worship of slaves.  Whereas certain people worship Allah out 
of gratitude, and this is the worship of the free, and this is the 
best of the worships.’ 

‘There are seventy benefactions for saluting, sixty nine for the 
one who initiates it and one for the replier.’ 
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‘Do not say about your brother in his absence other than 
that which you would like him to say about you in your 
absence.’ 

‘(O Allah) . . . How can You be reasoned about with that that is 
in need of You in its existence?   

‘(O Allah) . . . What did he find he who lost You?  And what 

did he loose he who found You?  Truly he has failed who is 

contented with other than You.’ 

What others have said about Imam Husayn 

!Umar ibn al-KhaUU"b said to Imam �usayn: ‘It is Alla >h and then

you that have made us what we are today.’241

AbY Hurayra said: ‘�usayn ibn !Al: entered the room wearing a 

turban and I thought that the Prophet himself had been raised from 

the dead.’242 

!Abdull"h ibn !Amr ibn al-!wN said when Imam �usayn passed by

him once: ‘Whoever wishes to see the most beloved of the people
of the earth to the people of the heavens then let him look at this

man who is passing by.’243

Mu!"wiya said: ‘I cannot fault �usayn. I swear by Alla >h that there 

is no fault in him.’244 
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Ibn S:r:n said: ‘After John son of Zechariah, the heavens never 

wept for anyone except for �usayn (a.s.). When he was killed the 

sky became dark and the stars appeared during the day and red 

dust fell.245 

“On the day of the martyrdom of al-Hussein (AS) the sky rained 

blood . . . .”246 

“There was not a stone which was not lifted but underneath it was 

found blood . . . . ”247 

Records show that the skies wept blood for Imam Husayn 
throughout the globe. Christian monks in Britain recorded the 
following: 

“685. In this year in Britain it rained blood, and milk and butter 
were turned into blood.”248 
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Hadith from Imam Zayn al-A<<<<bidin (A) 

Imam Zayn al-A<bidin (A) said to his son, al-Ba>qir (A): 

‘Do good to whoever seeks it from you.  For if he deserved it 
then you have achieved your goal, and if he did not deserve it, 
you are the kind to do so.  If someone swore at you, and he is 

on your right hand side, and he then turns to your left and 
apologised to you, accept his apologies.’ 

On the subject of trustworthiness and honesty, Imam Zayn al-

A<bidin (A) says:  

‘By He who sent Muhammad (S), with the Truth (I swear that) 

if the killer of my father al-Hussain (A) entrusts me with the 
sword which he killed him (A) with, I would return it back to 
him.’ 

‘Contemplate and strife for what you have been created for, for 
Allah did not create you in vain.’ 

‘Do not have animosity towards anyone even if you thought he 
would not harm you, and do not fail to befriend anyone even if 

you thought he would not benefit you.’ 

‘Indeed the ultimate knowledge and the perfection of the 

religion (and way of life) of a Muslim is to avoid talking about 
things which do not concern him, lack of his boasting, his 
forbearance, perseverance, and well-manners.’ 

42



‘Do not stop from refraining from evil even if you have been 

known to commit it.’ 

‘The best keys to (one’s) affairs is truthfulness, and the best 
endings is faithfulness and loyalty.’ 

What others have said about Imam Ali Zayn al-Abidin 

AbY �"zim said: ‘I never saw a Hashimite more meritorious than 

!Al: ibn �usayn nor more knowledgeable than him.’252

Al-Zuhr: said: ‘I never saw anyone more knowledgeable than 

Zayn al-!wbid:n.’ If !Al: ibn al-�usayn was mentioned he would 

weep and say: ‘The adornment of the worshippers.’253 

M"lik ibn Anas, the Imam of the Maliki sect, said: ‘He was named 

“Zayn al-!wbid:n (the adornment of the worshippers)” because of 

the great amount of his worship of Alla>h.’254 

The Ummayad Caliph !Umar ibn !Abd al-!Az:z said after he had 

just left his presence: ‘Who is the most noble of people?’ Those 

around him said: ‘You.’ He said: ‘Not at all, the most noble of 

people is he who has just left my presence.’ 

N"fi! said addressing Zayn al-!wbid:n: ‘You are the chief of 

people and the best of them.’255 

43



Hadith from Imam Ba>>>>qir (A) 

‘The practice of Islam is founded on five matters: upholding of 
the daily prayers, purification of the wealth (giving the Khums 

and Zaka>h), performing the Hajj pilgrimage, Fasting during the 

holy month of Ramad}a >n, and allegiance to the authority 

(wala>yah) of the us the Ahl-ul-Bayt.  Exceptions are given in 

four of them but none is given for the wala>yah.  He who does 

not possess sufficient wealth, does not give Khums/Zaka >h.  He 
who does not possess sufficient wealth, is not obliged to go to 

Hajj.  He who is ill can perform the daily prayers in sitting 

mode, and does not fast during the month of Ramad}a >n. 

However the wala>yah is obliged upon him regardless of his 
health and wealth.’ 

‘Three are amongst the noble values of this world and the 
hereafter: To forgive he who transgresses against you, To bond 

ties with he who severs ties with you, To forbear he who 
insults you.’ 

‘The most regretting individual on the Day of Judgement is he 

who preaches to others to do good but does not practices it 
himself.’ 

‘He who says the truth, his acts would be purified, and he 
whose intention is good, his sustenance will be increased, and 
he who is kind to his family his lifespan would increase.’ 
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‘He who teaches guidance, will have a reward similar to the 

rewards of all of those who act upon it without reducing 
anything from their reward.  He who teaches misguidance, will 

have a punishment similar to the punishments of all of those 
who act upon it without reducing anything from their 
punishment.’ 

What others have said about Imam Muhammad al-Ba >> >>qir 
Ibn !Umar said indicating Imam B"qir (a.s.): ‘They, the people of 

the house, are endowed with [Alla>h given] understanding.’260 

Whenever J"bir al-Ju!f: wanted to narrate traditions from the 

Imam he would say: ‘The trustee of trustees and the heir to the 

knowledge of the prophets, Mu9ammad ibn !Al: ibn al-�usayn, 

narrated to me . . .’261 

Ibn Ab: al-�ad:d said: ‘Mu9ammad ibn !Al: ibn al-�usayn was 

the chief of the jurists of the �ij"z and it was from him and his son 

Ja!far that the people learned jurisprudence.’262
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Hadith from Imam Sadiq (A) 

‘Nothing other than three matters continue to bring an 
individual rewards after death.  A charity that Allah helped him 
establish during his life and this (charity) continues after 
his death, a good practice acted upon (by others), and an 
offspring who prays for him.’ 

‘The right of a Muslim upon another is that he is not full when 

his brother goes hungry, and he does not quench his thirst 

when his brother is thirsty, and he is not clothed when his 

brother is naked; it is most great the right of a Muslim upon his 

brother.’ 

‘Love for your Muslim brother what you love for yourself.’ 

‘Amongst the manners of the ignorant is to answer before he 

hears (the argument), to oppose before he understands, and 

to give a judgment upon what he does not know.’

‘He who acts not in accordance with a vision, is like he who is 

going down the wrong way, and then speeding does not 

give him anything other than distancing him further from the 

truth.’ 

‘The most beloved of my brothers to me is he who presents 

me my mistakes.’ 

‘Seventy sins of the ignorant are forgiven before one 

is forgiven for the scholar.’ 

‘Make bonds with he who sever ties with you, give to he who 
denies you, be kind to he who was bad to you, salute he who 
swore at you, be fair and just to he who fought you, forgive he 
who oppressed you just as you would like to be forgiven, learn 
from Allah when He forgives you; do you not see the sun 
shines upon the believers and the non-believers, and the rain 
comes down upon the good and the bad?’ 
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What others have said about Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq 

Fuvad Saman said: ‘Imam Jafar al-Sadiq was a teacher for the 
other leaders of  the Islamic juridical schools such as Malik ibn

Anas, A9mad ibn �anbal, AbY �an:fa, and al-Sh"fi!: and other 

leaders of sects.’ 

AbY �an:fa said: ‘I have never seen anyone more knowledgeable 

than Ja!far ibn Mu9ammad.’264

Mu9ammad AbY Zuhra said: ‘The Imams of the Sunnites who 

were his contemporaries received and took knowledge from 

him.’265 

Ibn �ajar said: ‘The people transmitted knowledge from him far 

and wide and his fame spread to all lands.’266 

Dr. A9mad Am:n said: ‘Imam Ja!far was one of the greatest 

personalities to have influenced his own time and afterwards.’267 
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Hadith from Imam Ka>>>>dim (A) 

‘Allah has given the people two proofs, an apparent one and a 

hidden one.  The apparent one is His messengers, prophets and 

Imams, and the hidden one is the intellect.’ 

‘Learn thoroughly the teachings of Islam for this learning is the 

key to the (correct) vision, perfect worship, the means to 

elevated stations, and honorable ranks in this world and the 
hereafter.  For the merit of the learned scholar (Faqeeh) over 

the lifelong worshiper (A<bid) is that of the sun over the planets. 

And he who does not seek knowledge about his religion, none 

of his achievements would be accepted by Allah.’ 

‘Endeavor to divide your time into four categories: one for the 
supplication with Allah, another to make a living, the third for 

socializing with the brethrens and those trustworthy individuals 
who are honest to you and point out to you your mistakes in 

confidence, and the fourth to seek in seclusion non-forbidden 

pleasures, and with this you gain strength and vigor for the 
other three.’ 

‘. . . and the believer is the brother of the believer even if not 
born by the same parents.  Cursed is he who accuses his 
brother, cursed is he who cheats his brother, cursed is he who 
does not admonish and advise his brother, cursed is he who 
backbites his brother.’ 

‘He whose two days are equal is a loser, and he whose second 
day is worse than his first is cursed.  He who does not observe 
progress in himself is in retreat and he who is in retreat, death 
is better for him than life.’
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Addressing one of his disciples: 

‘O Hisha>m! If you had a nut in your hand and the people said 
you have a pearl, it would be of no benefit to you and you 
know it is a nut.  And if you had a pearl in your hand and the 

people said you have a nut in your hand, it would be of no 
detriment to you and you know that it is a pearl.’ 

‘Any word of wisdom is sought after by the faithful Muslim, so 
always seek knowledge . . .’ 

What others have said about Imam Musa al-K""""dim
The Abbasid ruler H"rYn said to his son [referring to the Imam]: 

‘He is the leader (im"m) of the people and Alla>h’s proof (9ujja) 

over his creation and His vicegerent (khal:fa) for His servants.’269 

Ibn Khall"l the scholar of the Hanbalites said: ‘Whenever a matter 

concerned me and I sought out the grave of MYs" ibn Ja!far and 

asked Alla>h for a way (was:la) through him, Alla>h always made 

what I wanted easy for me.’270 

Al-Sh"fi!: said: ‘The grave of MYs" al-K"dim is a tried and tested 

remedy for all difficulties.’271 
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Hadith from Imam Rid}}}}a>>>> (A) 

‘Socialize with one another, so that you get friendlier.’ 

‘He who repents is as he who has no sin.’ 

‘Cleanliness and hygiene is one of the traits and manners of the 
prophets.’ 

‘The most superior knowledge is the knowledge of the self.’ 

‘(In the Qur’an) Allah has commanded (us to do) three things 

which are linked to another three. He ordered (us to perform) 

the daily prayers and Zaka>h, and he who performs the prayers 

but not the Zaka>h, his prayers would not be accepted.  He 

ordered (us) to be thankful to Him and to the parents, and he 

who is not thankful to his parents is not thankful to Allah.  He 

ordered (us) to be pious and have fear of him, and keep close 

ties with the relatives, and he who does not keep close ties with 

his relatives is not pious.’ 

‘He who likens Allah to His creations is a  polytheist, and he 
who attributes to Him something which He has forbidden is a 
Kafir (infidel).’ 

‘The merit of Eman (faith) is a grade higher than that of Islam 
(Submission to Allah’s will), and the merit of Taqwa (Fear,of, 
Allah) is a grade higher than that of Eman, and the merit of 
conviction is a grade higher than that of Taqwa, and the sons of 
Adam (or human beings) are not given anything better than 
Yaqeen.’ 
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‘Ema>n has four pillars: Trusting and relying on Allah, 

Contentment and pleasure with the will of Allah, Submittance 

to the ordinance of Allah, and Delegation and turning over (the 

affairs) to Allah.’ 

‘Ema>n is to discharge the obligatory duties and to refrain from 

committing forbidden acts.  Ema>n is recognition by heart, 

admission by tongue, and practicing, by all limbs, everything 

that has been ordered.’  

‘The Qur’an is the sturdy rope of Allah and His firm grip, and 

His perfect road that leads to paradise, and delivers from the 

fire. It does not pall despite the passing of aeons, and does not 

dissipate despite being oft repeated, because it was not created 

for one time rather than another but it is the argument and 

proof for all humanity. Falsehood does not approach it from 

before or from behind, a revelation from The All Wise, The All 

Praised.’ 

A narrator reports, I asked Imam al-Rid}a> (A) ‘What do you say 

about the Qur’an?’  Imam Rid}a> (A) replied:  

‘It is the word of Allah, and so do not surpass it, and do not 
seek guidance in anything else, for you will be deviated and go 
astray.’ 
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What others have said about Imam Ali al-Rid}} }}a>> >> 
AbY al-£alt said: ‘I have never seen anyone more knowledgeable 

than !Ali ibn MYs" al-Ri+" nor has any other scholar seen him 

without testifying the same about him.’273 

The Abbasid ruler al-MavmYn said: ‘He is the most knowledgeable 

of the Hashimites.’274 

Raj"v ibn �a99"k said: ‘I swear by Alla>h that I have never seen a 

man who was more mindful of Alla>h, nor remembered Alla>h more 

at all times, nor was more in awe of Almighty Alla>h than him.’275 

Al-£Yl: said: ‘I have never seen or heard of anyone better than 

AbY al-�asan al-Ri+" and I have witnessed from him what I have 

not witnessed from any other . . . whoever claims to have seen the 

equal of him do not believe him!’276 
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Hadith from Imam Jawa>>>>d (A) 

‘He who trusts upon Allah, He guides him to felicity and 

happiness.   

He who depends upon Allah, He suffices him the matters of his 
life.   

The trust in Allah is a fortress where no one other than the 
trustworthy believer is housed.  

Reliance on Allah is salvation from all evil and protection from 

all enemies.   

Islam is a source of honor.

Knowledge is treasure.

Silence is light. 

The utmost degree of Zuhd (abstinence) is avoiding sin. 

There is no destruction for Islam like innovations (heresy). 

Nothing is more decadent for man then greed. 

Through (the pious) ruler the people are guided. 

Through supplication calamities are repelled.  . . .’ 

‘If the ignorant keeps silent, people would not differ.’ 

‘As the beneficences of Allah upon a person increase, the 
needs of the people towards him enhance.  Thus he who does 
not meet those needs, exposes those beneficences to 
annihilation.’ 
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‘You should know that you never go out of sight of Allah, so 
watch in what state you are.’ 

‘The one who commits aggression and tyranny, and the one 
who helps him to it, and the one who condones it, they are all 
partners in crime.’ 

‘Forbearance is the garment of the scholar, make sure you 
clothe yourself with it.’ 

‘The believer needs three qualities; facility from Allah, self- 
admonishing, and acceptance of constructive criticism.’ 

‘Three practices enable an individual to reach the pleasure and 
approval of Almighty Allah: frequent repentance, leniency, and 
giving to charity regularly. 

And (there are) three qualities which if one possesses, he 

would never regret: avoiding hastiness, consulting (with 

others), and to rely on Allah once a decision is made.’ 
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What others have said about Imam Muhammad al-Jawad 

The Abbasid ruler al-MavmYn said of him: ‘I have chosen him due 

to his prominence over all other virtuous and scholarly people 

despite his young age. He is a prodigy. I would like him to display 

to the public what I have witnessed from him.’277 

An Archbishop said: ‘This man is probably either a prophet or 
descended from a prophet.’278 

Ibn al-Jawz: said: ‘He followed the path of his father in terms of 

knowledge, piety, self-restraint and generosity.’279 

Al-£ifd: said: ‘He had a magnanimous nature and for this reason 

he was given the name al-Jaw"d (the generous). He is one of the 

twelve Imams.’280 
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Hadith from Imam Ha>>>>di (A) 

‘Better than the good-deed is he who performs it.  

More striking than the beautiful words is he who says them. 

More worthy than knowledge is he who conveys it. 

More evil than evil is he who causes it. 

More frightening than fear is he who brings it.’ 

‘Allah cannot be defined except with what he has defined 

himself.  How can He be defined when wits are unable to 

perceive Him, imaginations fail to reach Him, minds cannot 

explain Him, and the visions cannot encompass Him?’ 

‘When justice is dominant, one may not suspect another unless 

he is sure of his suspicion about him, and when injustice is 

dominant, one should not assume good thing about another 

unless he is sure of it.’ 

‘Jealousy erodes the good deeds and brings about the 

bad fortunes.’ 

‘Beware of jealousy for it will work against you and will 

have no effect on your foe.’ 

‘Indeed, both the scholar and the student share in prosperity.’ 

‘Allah has made the world a place of calamity and the hereafter 
a place of outcome.  He has set the calamities of the world to 
be the cause of the reward of the hereafter, and has made the 
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reward of the hereafter a substitute for the calamities of the 

world.’ 

‘Self-conceit restrains (one) from seeking knowledge and 
brings about scorn and ignorance.’ 

What others have said about Imam Ali al-Hadi 

Al-Junayd: said: ‘I swear by Almighty Alla>h that he is the best of 

the people of the earth and the most virtuous of Alla>h’s creation.’ 

The physician Yazd"d said: ‘If any created being knows the 

unseen then he does.’282 

Al-Y"fi!: said: ‘He was a devoted worshiper of Alla>h, a learned

jurist and an Imam.’ 

Ibn �ajar al-Haytham: said: ‘He was heir to his father’s knowledge and 

magnanimity.’283 

Ibn al-!Im"d al-�anbal: said: ‘He was a learned jurist, an Imam, and a 

devoted worshipper.’284 

Al-Shibr"w: al-Sh"fi!: said: ‘He had many charisms (kar"m"t).’ 285
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Hadith from Imam Askari (A) 

‘No respectful individual abandons the truth unless he becomes 
debased, and no abject individual pursues the truth unless he 
becomes honorable.’ 

‘He who advises and criticizes his brother covertly, has 
decorated him.  He who does so in public has rebuked him.’ 

‘The best of your brothers is the one who forgets your sins and 
remembers your favor to him.’ 

‘The heart of the fool is in his mouth, and the mouth of the 
wise is in his heart.’ 

‘He who uses false means to achieve his ends would regret his 
policy.’ 

‘Rage is the key to every evil.’ 

‘It is sufficient politeness and courtesy for you to refrain from 
what you dislike to see from others.’ 

‘Be cautious about seeking fame and power for they lead to 
annihilation.’ 
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What others have said about Imam Hasan al-Askari 

The vizier Ibn Kh"q"n said to his son: ‘O my son, were the 

leadership of the Islamic nation (imamate) to be taken away from 

the Abbasid Caliphs no one from the Hashimites would deserve it 

except him [�asan al-!Askar:] because of his virtue, his piety, his 

self-restraint, his being guided, his worship of Alla >h, his beautiful 

character and his righteousness.’288 

The physician Bakht:shY! said: ‘He is the most knowledgeable in 

our day than everyone on earth.’289 

AnYsh the Caliph’s scribe said addressing the Imam: ‘We have 

found reference to you [people of the Prophet’s house] in this 

Gospel and you are like the Messiah Jesus son of Mary in the sight 

of Alla >h.’ 

A monk of the monastery of !wqYl said to him: ‘You are the equal 

of the Messiah in his signs and proofs.’ 
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Hadith from Imam Mahdi (A): 

‘Almighty Allah sent Muhammad peace be upon him as a 
Mercy to the worlds, and with him He perfected His 
beneficence, and sealed His prophets, and He sent him (with 
His message) to all people (to come).’ 

‘And as for the reason of the occultation, Almighty Allah says, 

�O ye who believe! ask not questions about things 

which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble�1 

‘My benefit (to the people) during my occultation is similar to 

that of the sun when it disappears from sight behind the 

clouds.’ 

 ‘I am the Mahdi, and I am the leader of the time, I am the one 

who would fill it (the earth) with justice after it has been 

overcome with injustice and aggression.  Indeed the earth never 

remains without a Proof and Authority (of Allah).’ 

‘I am the seal of the aws}iya>’ (successors) and through me Allah 

would remove the hardship from my people and my followers 

(Shi’a).’ 

‘We have not ignored your consideration, and have not 

forgotten your mention; otherwise hardship would have 

descended upon you and your enemies would have 

exterminated you.’ 

1 The holy Qur’an: The Table Spread (5): 101. 
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‘. . . and if Allah give us the permission of speech, then truth 

will manifest and falsehood would disappear.’ 

‘As for the ongoing events, refer to the narrators of our hadith 

(i.e. the Fuqaha>’), for they are my claim and proof upon you 

and I am the claim and proof of Allah upon them.’ 

‘Let every one of you do what brings closer to our love, and 
abstain from what brings about our displeasure and anger.’ 

‘Increase and maintain the Du’a for the Faraj (the reappearance 
of the Imam) for that is the relief for you too.’ 

‘Allah insists that eventually Truth must hold and Falsehood 
must decline.’ 

‘Nothing like the daily prayers forces the nose of the Satan to 

the ground, so perform the daily prayers and force his nose to 

the ground.’ 

‘If our Shi’a (followers), may Allah help and succeed them to 
His obedience, were united in wholeheartedly honoring the 
promise and obligation that is upon them, there would have 
been no delay in meeting us (i.e. in our reappearance), and bliss 
and felicity for them would have hastened by seeing us with 
full knowledge and certainty of testifying to our (leadership)’ 

‘As for the Dawn of the Relief (i.e. the reappearance of the 

Imam), this is for Allah to say, and those foretellers (about the 

time of the dawn) say lies.’ 

‘None of my fathers, peace be upon them, but each of them had 

(enforced) upon him an allegiance to the tyrant of his time. 

However when I arise there will be no allegiance upon me for 

any of the tyrants.’ 
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‘O My Master!  You are the One who bestowed upon me this 

position and station, and with it favoured me over many of 
Your creatures.  I ask You to send your mercy and bliss upon 

Muhammad and his household, and to fulfil what You 
promised, for You are truthful and You do not break Your 
promise, and You are able upon everything.’ 

What others have said about Imam Muhammad al-Mahdi 

Al-Rif"!: said: ‘�asan al-!Askar: had a child who has the sird"b 

(vault) in S"mar"v. He is the awaited one, the proof and friend of 

Alla>h Mu9ammad the Mahdi.’ 

Al-J"m: said: ‘The Mahdi is a leader of the world.’294 

Ibn �ajar said: ‘AbY al-Q"sim Mu9ammad is the 9ujja or proof of 

Alla>h and he was five years old at the death of his father. Alla>h 

gave him wisdom at that age and he is named “the Awaited One, 

who will rise”.’295 

Ibn Kothayr said in a tradition he narrates: ‘Jesus will pray behind 

the Mahdi.’296 

Ibn Kothayr also said: ‘[With] black banners will come the 
companions of the Mahdi.’297 
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